2026 Pilot: EIT Water & Poul Due Jensen Foundation
WAVEMAKER Business Creation Award
Regional Event — Thessaloniki, Region of Central Macedonia
APPLICATION FORM
	Application deadline
	

	Submit to
	

	Event date
	

	Venue
	



Please complete all sections in English. Word limits are indicative — concise answers are welcome. There is no participation fee.

Section 1 — Applicant details
	Name of start-up / spinout
	

	Legal status
	

	Country of registration
	

	City / Region
	

	Year founded
	

	Website
	

	Contact person (full name)
	

	Position / role
	

	Email
	

	Phone
	



Legal status: e.g. registered company, university spinout, pre-incorporation team. Teams that are not yet formally incorporated are eligible to apply.
Section 2 — Thematic alignment
Which EIT Water Strategic Objective(s) does your solution address? Tick all that apply.
	☐
	Securing and reversing marine and freshwater ecosystem degradation and compromised water quality

	☐
	Overcoming limited water efficiency, recycling and resource circularity

	☐
	Increasing resilience to climate-related extreme events and external threats



Which sector best describes your solution?
	☐
	Water

	☐
	Marine

	☐
	Maritime

	☐
	Cross-cutting / other (please specify below)




Section 3 — The solution
3.1  Describe your solution in one sentence.
Max. 30 words. This may be used in the event programme.
	



3.2  What problem does it solve, and for whom?
Max. 200 words. Be specific about the unmet need and the customer or beneficiary.
	








3.3  How does your solution work, and what makes it different?
Max. 200 words. Include the technical or business model approach and how it compares to existing alternatives.
	








3.4  What stage are you at?
	☐
	Idea / concept

	☐
	Prototype or proof of concept

	☐
	Pilot or field testing under way

	☐
	First customers / early revenue

	☐
	Scaling


Briefly describe your current stage, including any pilots, validation results or Technology Readiness Level if known (max. 150 words).
	






3.5  What is your route to market over the next 12–24 months?
Max. 200 words. Include target customers or markets, and any regulatory, procurement or funding milestones.
	










Section 4 — Team
Who will represent the team at the event? Please list up to four people.
	Full name
	Role in team
	Email
	Attending in person?

	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	



4.1  Briefly introduce the team and its relevant experience.
Max. 150 words.
	






Section 5 — What you want from the programme
5.1  What would you most like to gain from taking part?
Max. 150 words. For example: pitch and investor readiness, market or procurement understanding, piloting partners, technical validation, cross-border networks.
	






5.2  Which areas would you like mentoring support on?
	☐
	Business model and commercial strategy

	☐
	Investment and funding readiness

	☐
	Pitching and storytelling

	☐
	Regulatory and standards pathway

	☐
	Public procurement and working with public authorities

	☐
	Intellectual property and legal

	☐
	Other (please specify below)




Section 6 — Participation and logistics
The event includes pre-event mentoring sessions, a five-minute pitch to the jury followed by a five-minute Q&A, and breakout mentoring open to all participating teams.
6.1  Can your team attend the pre-event mentoring sessions?
	☐
	Yes, in person

	☐
	Yes, online

	☐
	Not sure yet



6.2  Do you have any accessibility requirements or other accommodations we should know about?
For example step-free access, hearing loop, dietary requirements. This information is used only to support your participation.
	




6.3  How did you hear about this call?
	



Section 7 — Declarations
	☐
	I confirm that the information provided in this application is accurate and complete.

	☐
	I confirm that the team is able to attend the event on the date stated above.

	☐
	I understand that, if selected, the team will be asked to sign a participant list, as required by EIT Water.

	☐
	I consent to photography and video recording at the event for dissemination and reporting purposes.

	☐
	I consent to the processing of the personal data in this form by the Region of Central Macedonia and EIT Water for the purposes of assessing this application and delivering the programme.



	Name of authorised representative
	

	Position
	

	Date
	

	Signature
	



How applications are assessed
•  Relevance of the solution to the EIT Water Strategic Objectives listed in Section 2
•  Stage and readiness of the solution and the team
•  Potential for market uptake and downstream impact
•  The value the team stands to gain from mentoring and participation

A minimum of five teams will be selected. Three regional winners will be announced on the day by jury decision, each receiving a one-year EIT Water membership for 2027. A representative of the first-place team will be invited to pitch at the EIT Water Launch Event on 15 October 2026.

Questions?
Maria Goulaptsi — Independent Directorate for Innovation and Entrepreneurship Support, Region of Central Macedonia
m.goulaptsi@pkm.gov.gr  ·  +30 2313 319 611
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